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-~ KILLED AND MUTILAT
.~ AND SEL

sijepe L SUR
SUSPECTS

T EURING THE PAST THREE YEARS, -
MORE THAN 1500 CATTLE IN 2

RANGE FROM
76 GOVERNMENT RESEARCHERS.

.« "

22 STATES HAVE BEEN
DRAINED

RECISION. .
SATANIC CULTISTS . -

AN EXCLUSIVE REPORT BY ED SANDERS _

T a the fall of 1973, there were sbout
"1 40 frightening catde mutilations in
{1 a dozen counties in north-centeat
.§ Ransas, most of them occurring
Lalong U.S. 81, which runs north
throngh Kantas into Nebraske. Nebraska
also had some mutilated moos. . .
Kaosas sherif! depariments, the high-
way pauol and the state bureav of in-
vestization seemed baffied, as did the
victimized cattle ranchers. The ranchers
were used to the nocturnal depredations
of predators, but they had pever secn
snything like the surgical precision and
methodical discrimination with which
these animals had been chopped up:
some with their eans and tongue and,
say, ‘82 eyt removed; others with a
swish of wil, their udders and 2 paich of
meck fiesh cut cleanly away; sad nearly
all of them with the anus and genitals
neatly excised. I -
The removal of cow vulvas and bull
dongs caused speculation that weirdos
were [nvolved. Suspicion fell upon one
or more of the foilowing: (1) the jrre-

wapegoats, the hippies; (2) sex deviates
practicing bull-doag/cow-vulva atroci-
ties; or (3) the rites of some religious
cultists of 8 devil-worshiping pature. -
‘Many authoritics demurred. Dr. Hat-.
1y Anthony, director of the Kansas Sue
Univenity veterinatian laboratory, stated
in late 1973 that four put of the nine
mutilated animals that the bab bad ex-
amined apparently bad died of a cattle
discase called blacklep; the Kansas state

been mutilated had been caused by natu-
ra) factors. Such statements triggered a
bit of ovtrage in law-enforcement circles
in the 12 Kansas counties affected, with
many officials ntdintaining their belief
that humans were involved. .

There were several bits of evidence
that pointed away from predators. There
was the absence of blood and footprints,
for example. One cow was even found in
a large mudhole, but sill ther¢ were no
tracks. Then, there was a peculiar ab-
sence of dangling guts and scattered

Emily Post). Also, though many animals
were found in seciuded arcas, others were
found near barns or & few feet (rom
sleeping farmers’ windows-—closer to Cive
flization than preduiors wsually rosm.
And then there were the helicopen.
Helicopiers without filed flight plans were |
sighted quite often in the afMicied coun-
tes, somelimes hovering above canle
pens. But suthorities were ot able 1o
caich the choppers or 1o Jocate their
landing and refueling areas. One of the
early theoties was that a helicopter-borne
natling operation was going on, but when
it was discovered that all that was being
rustied were eyeballs, genitals, mifk sacs
snd sphinciery, that theory collapied
Then there was & Tumor, apparently with-
out foundation, that the helicopters were

»

part of & secret military exercise out of |

Fort Riley, Kanss.

The situstion invited off-the-wall spec-

stringe facts became known—such s,

hunks of fAesh (predators do aot read |-

viation, especially as more and more

bafll but also he eyelid, membrancs and
all, There was to be more. Much more.”
PRI e T @ 0
' 1974 YEAR OF THEMUTES

Ia April 1974, the mutilators were at
It again Ia Nebraska, with the same
famiiiar modia operondi: Blood was
drained In somé Instances; there were no
footprints; and various organs were re-
moved, apparently surgically. High ocli-
cials again leanad toward the predatory
coyole/ crow/racoon-with-ascalpel . the-
ory. The tol) of ‘mutes, a8 svtilatica
bufls began refersing 1o the acty, mounted
throughout the summer, and by Scpem-
ber, some 50 cascs had bees seported in
the Cotnhusker Scite. | St
As in Kansas, the rumor that the -
tlations were the scts of belicoples-
equipped devil worthipers, or “fertiliy
rituslists,” begaa to spread among the
good farmers of Nebrasks. Shaigun-
toting vigilaotes ok w riding the back
roads from dawn ®© dusk. Ranchen
sorelimes stopped out-of-state wehictes

'
-

son Ip a pickup apparently tried 1o wisg
an asircraft that was ¢hecking @ pover
Koe near Grand Island, Nebrasks; a2 9
result, the state National Guard ordeted
its choppers 15 fly at a mizimum of 10
feet rather than st the normal low of $CJ
fect. Sheritf Herb Thompson of hard-h.
hnox County” reported that, &n severzl
occasions, belicopters were seen on nighty
when ‘mutilations cd. There were
also. coplers spotted just over the borss:
in Jowa, “here of July 15th, & Horney
. Creek farmer was shot-ct from & copvz
that bere no idestification number.

4

brants commissioner declared that 99

percent of the deaths of snimals that had

"t R S R

when removing the eyes (rom catiie, the
mutilstors would take aot only the eyc-

L]

for a cow-dlood check. Some marksper
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FHE MUTILATION MYSTERY

-
L]

Most icrri'fyfrig of all, Bankston .c(t’.”
. buta preludc to what w( #all here call hun-sac, or uuman :acr‘ﬂf.___'_e;s_;;,g

)

wmed that the anlmal mutilations cre

- - . ~— - (]
N }"“E':L':éi-‘.f"';":' -
Fdat " .

Al S T S A

STeLm

causd by discase. The copler-cruising-  the wind and by Schifefbicn himscll; the more details of the “cull of Saan,” 12

satanist Rypothoris was 30 compelling,  saucer circks were actually smww-covered ° seeds of a farge and mysterious Fele

however, that na one was yet ready to en-
teriain the theory that the bull had been
injeeted with Clostridia bacteria or tox-

silape piks.

Word spread quickly amc;nz UFO re.

searchers actoss the Unitod Stutes that the

in—perhaps for experimental purpotes.  highly cespected Dr. Hyneh had tuken sa
For indecd, how difficylt it would have Inicrest in the mutilations. One of those
been for a dunch of airborne tutkeys to who heard the news was Jerome Clark,

kcate a cold, dead animal in the dark!

8 UFO researchef of yome rehnown, who

And post-death muties would have had 1o had been investigating the catile mutila-
be ready for weird smells also, as the Gons since they fint occurred in his home
fumcs from & fotting cow causes one to  state of Minncsota in the spring of §973.

striously consider puking as a high-
peiority oetivity. ; . - ” :

- - * ..
o4 »r

g T THEUPOANGLE - ‘
The incident that ultimately brought
the UFO-slcuth nexus into the mule pice

Clark wrote to agent Flickinger in Janu-
=" ary 1975 and related the allcpations of a
convict named A. Kenneth Bankston.

L ]

ENTER SATAN S_—
During his many months of investiza-

ture occurred in mid-December 1974,  tion, Clark had falked with Ross Doyen,

farm of Frank Schifclbien, near Kim-

* when a cow was found chopped up at the 3 Xamas stxle scuator who,-in late 197),
had found a 300-pound hcifer dead on

ball. Minnesota. At the same time, there  Ris farm, with a six-inch hole carved in
were a number of UFO sightings in the s belly. When a report of the incident
mate. After & rather cunory examination  was carried in Kansas newspapers, Doyen
of the mutilation gite, & Minnesots flying-  told Clark, he was contacted by Bankton,
sauvcer bufl (and avowed Sasquaitch con-  who at the time was serving & sentence

. tattee) pamed Terry Mitchell came to  for bank robbery at the Leavenworth,

lovestigation were brought 0 shoo: =
over the pext few months, the cattle ..~
tilations spread fike 8 paychotic epide=:
1o 22 Westeta states, -0,
THE PANKSTON SCENARID

At- Flickinger's wping, Clark wrfz
again to Banksion, who had been travs-
ferred 10 Mation Federal Penitentian 2
Hinois. Banksion replied with severa! i~
ters, sod the borrifying allepations z:~-
tinued to fiow. Ja & letier of January i,
19785, for instance, Bankston averres tha:
bull sex organy had beea embedlel =
the bodies of a young runaway exit2
murdered somewhere i the Mids =
Bunkston also continued to ki that he =
transferred to a Minnesota prison, whzs:
be would be safe from inmate reprisc’e

Flickingsr contacted the United Sice
District Attorney’s office in Minness:
Es, and the U.S. Atoney approz=e.
Federat Fudge Myles Lord, & respore
Minnesota libera! jurist. Judge Lota oo
tacted the warden at Marion Penite=to=

-.the conclusion that bovering aliens had  (Kansas) Fedéral Penitentiary. Bankston , $0 explore the possibilities of a trans’ez.

- peamed & Aigh-cnergy ray at the cow. wrote to Doyen that the mutilations'were -

When be learned of Judge Lords =

~There were also suspiciously broken the work of a clandestine society of terpst, however, Bankston winie 1o €I

brenchas, undoubiedly cawsed, so Mitch-

acronautics; and then there were strange
indenwlions in the icé on the farmer's

gear—and potuliar Circles in -the snow,-
which appesred in an acrisl photo. |

*7 ° e Mitchell went on to postilate; that < o <There followed an .gtcha.;l'ge;[
in which Bankston’s first missive—dated

UFOIk like steak as much 35 most Amer-

.+" oIy theory went, by beediess saucetite  public viciousness.

Doeyen did not pla:-é much_cmdi!i!i;y,

- - » =

Jettess, ,.:ilimeaﬁolis ares, and if they

Satan, which had decided to expand i3 and expressed sore [car it the prospess of

Deing femoved to A" Mitneapolis juit.
*said that he feared » group of &'

in Bankitou's story, but this dis not deter | otiented bikers whd were heaviiy imvi.-:
pond—cbviously gouged by UFO landing  Clatk from calling the warden at Leaven” - in the mutilations and some of-ahoz:. :
worth - aad, oblaining permission 1a'cor- Deligved, had contacts within laweri>
respond with the inmate,

men{ ¢ircled. The group was lo¢ited : u

p o the snitchioe, they riight harts &

icans—although, again, the parts of the January 23, 1974—w0ld Clark that “this ™ What b wanted, Bankston said, vis

_animal taken were thoae seidom found-in

cult is of Satan,” that its membyrs scarfed

small county jail, out of the way. -

. any but & weirdo'’s ‘casserole. Neverihe- the animals’ blood with hypodermic noe- * - Bankstoa abo wged that the o
dess, Mitchell's theory created a media  dles and that the animals’ “sex organs are  tias bring t0 Minnesota for guesiios.s

+% 7 fap that culminated in a tolephone inter-_~taken for ... .
_ view on Tom Snyders NBC Tomorrow™ ‘shcged in subséy

> showinlane 1974, .
*3t was at this poin! that serious saucer” 4
+ sudents decided 1o get into the ease. Dr.

- 3. Allen Hynek, director of the pres-
tigious Ceater for UFO Studies and pro-
fessor of astronomy 81 Northwesiern
Univenity, had a friend in Minneapolis

* who had done some field-investigation
. work for the

r in hic lefsure time.
E. Filinger, 8

oent

* ot 10 be watering holas chopped
dox; the tree braoches had been beoken by

n .
.

fertility sites.” Bankston

1970, o grim deed tha: Jeft & univensity
sesearcher dead. .Most terrifying -of all,
Bankston claimed that the animal muti-
lafions are but » prelude to what we shall
hete call hum-s3¢, or human sacrifice.
Bankston was quick to mil Clark that
he wanted 10 help authotities round vp
the cultists, but he was afrei
-
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SJormer Leavenwonth inmate-fricos 2

wént Jetters’thit the faint; - named Don Dugan. Dugan: whq wass
cult was also involved in some way with' - derving time ot LaTuna Correctic -*'

the satanic socicty and had par?’
in its rituals-—including the arezc

It appears that ihe most compe
« Teason for Judze Lord to bssue 2 =
. $0 bring Banksion (and later D2;.-

E

3

by U mutilotors. Minoei !
t Humpbrey, a close i
on the alleped kat, 2 =
nowstdsters, g T
SVCR MOvie 30t
Accordingly, oa Februor
7 .Im_!&n . (Continued on

¢
;
-3

E

i

4« r

-
»
[




-

8 |

L sl el )

- e P . y -~ .. .t . \-/; g

. 43 Lot T e ) > TR R, - YV

- . . . - Y . SR Ny RIS AR s~
;N3 THE MUTILATION M\’S(. RY He sald that the cult members h ™~ Yalked about hiumah sacrifice os e
i Fy ! + mext step, but he had thought they were just engaging in satanic e and hyperbole. 8.2t 30007 5
25 . {Continued from goge $2} was taken acribed was a-Caucasian; R was ex-  * Authorities la Cozad were fnformed
P2 from Marion 10 the Dakota County Jail, tremely anti-black and sati-Mexican. Its  of Dugan’s slory snd as scon as the

3 v in Hastiogs, Minnesota, by U.S. Mar-  adherents, in fact, could be called Satun-  saows mclted (it was March), police sperr: -
5 @ . . shals On February 18ih, agent Flickinger  mecks. And what was the pame of this  many Jong hours looking for the bodic:: -
R conducted his fint interrogation; with him,  ofganization? 1a bis letters—and { h.ve but no skeletons wers found, ... .
R a3 obscrvers, weie Jerome Clark and g séen some 15 of them—Bankston refers | During luu_mcg:hou. Bankston repeat
R B former Army paratioop “eommando o the Lnntilslors simply as the Oceuk; o .&d his bllggduion that the munilatons wen
e ! samed Brad Ayers, active withthe Center  Flickinger, howeves, both Banksion end favolved somchow ln the 1970 bomting -
3% . for UFO Sivdies.» - .° Dugan naticd & well-known pational st the Ualversity of Wisconsin. This =
¥ g . While ¢laiming not to have beep 8 ofganization devoled %o the wonhip kmdlm.whualubd_mz
o member of the mutilation mob himself, ofSatan. . . - ~ " Leavenworth Peniteatiary a3 haviag w- -
'3 . . . Bankion aleped during the iaterview . Dugan claimed 15 have been recruited - plied the explosivel uscd by the bombes.
353 S " “chat he had been In correspondence with by the cult ia Fort Worth, Tezay, asound .ﬁns. sarme e expers, Banlex
i 3 23,77 diverse merobers of the mob around the  1965. e was into drugs a1 the lime, he conlinued, was iavolved i 8 thelt &
2 { s *  country.” He vai ;1ift $p Had- griginally o - £3id, sod . the. Devil wa:sfq pflered um fa Oklahoma da Ine 15°:
{ o :lj beard about the group from other inmates ~ Rirh dodies ol Bopc; other naovhan weie: © nkatd, also .accused .an." sllgrey &
3 1 - und had gecorded his conversations in 8  into chopping up small animals and tsing . * Oklahoma "o Baving ecchdd Jhl” ferie:”
T *° motebook crammed with prison.cell gos- their pans in ceremonies. The man who utonium i her Dasement. VWht v2
TR sip. He then outlined » scenario that  Dugan said recruited him ako happened rifying was the poasibility that &~

-3 1o be a helicopier pilot and & mnpecied  plutonium thelt was connccted (o the e
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* 2 % -~ Penitentia 19 had met the
T+ weasures of a:chapict Of & Tamops niotor< -

shed light on many puzzling sspects of
the mutilations. ..
. Bankston asserted that the group used a
. powerful animal tranquilizer calicd PCP
o alm the catde. They mext held
. amyl pitrite 1o sf animal's nose 1o cause
. ‘Jis heart-t0 beat rapidly,. then withdrew
ol viz & large veterinarian syringe.
Thete wete 0o footprints beause the men
. wnlked on picces of cardboard; in snow,
they wsed blowtorches o meht the tracks'
sround the anjmails. Ons: reason for erse-
+ 4ng evidence, Bankston chimed, ws 50
" that the mutitations would-sppear 1a e
the work of extraterresirials. . .
Bankston stated that at Leavenworth
around 1969, ke had mar the

cycie- gang and that -this * bikef Talked:
-T2 Ty

shuding s0me. in Alaska. He told Baok-’
*"gton of 38 ides to seize & misdle &

SO0 PI AD ta
isolated sites;
was

e

L!-i I‘-. .:u%kswg acenaria, .

i.m'

smuggler and dope dealer. Authories in
Texas luter placed him under surveillance
10 see if be was piloting any whirlybird

sallies of Satan,

* Bankston and Dugan supplicd a Bist of
- znutilation-mob members snd many of
them were found by suthofities to have -

e Background in occuli praciices
, eriminality.. One woman oa the

P sttty

e ol M
giednl Sist e was s Solanis 1

with her own petwork TV setis) One
factor that seemed 10 give Dupah credi- |
biity; « accordipg: t6, & wellinformed “:ghe-file was missing. Baoksioe’s gt
.investigation, was Ris™ galed e possility thit Slwood 73

-3

source pnvy fo the

- and
list, for .
instince, had betn arrested in 1969 for
robbing graves in North Dakola. (An-
otber allegation would, if- proved, buve

"
“oi'lqlng

3574, whik laveligating apparent s2's™
rieties ot & plutonium-pasi=
ert-McGee's Cimarron Fotil-”
- #n Crescent, Oklahomal - LI
;. " Plutonium &' extremely careinee.
one ‘of-the’ deadiicss of poiscz,
-4 pounds of it are needed 1o e
¢ bomb powerful enough to v =
dowpiown of & city. Whee &
~wood died in an Sulomobik acsideat, s>
- a8 with het' 2 fle of investigative ca= 2.
over 19 David Butpham of The A
k. Thner, The daY S{nc detvérs

when friends seafched bt wrecke2 =.

]

g

obvious great fear of the Satanist sod¥y. " “laadverfently coms'alrom, the munics

-Rugan-wld ageat Elickinger
began to diilt away fromi phe’
when he was

that be mobas it

xippedosplmm}(
domestic terror waapan. -4 1
*When Feden) officiak checked .2
" ‘stiorney accused by Bankston of s

. e
=1
. e -
« 8
e
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THE MUIILA’I‘IOV MYSTES™Y Texas had lis own prlmc Sataniz 8 ..pccls. a groyp called the Som o!

Satan, In l 974,a K tlgorc(f'a!lege student had written thai this 3"1 per]ormed dam; rlmal:. ;‘_- r«'-:’-_-_

g

.
red

-rO b

-

—
head of eattle—in fact, there are more  salank suspects In the mutitations case® o
catfe than people in Texas—and it s  group callcd the Sons of Sitan. In 1974,

(t‘mmnmllrom page 92) lmcuignuon
is unckear. | have read onc report, pre-

w.«m«' WG 8 e A

e .?;#ﬁ,"-:\ﬂ{.-’:rw;.ﬁ', Yol G0 % kgt pply ey L ‘W.\l'”'l'c-..'.
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pored by Fluclmger and datcd April 10,
i%73, in which many oiher reporis and
lmesizatiom are mentioned. For a few ’
mwaths in 3975, the Federal Government
aprarcotly investigated satanic organiza.
wons and activitics all over the country.

The motives of the informants also
rmais 8 bit unclear. Bankston, for in-
stanx, appears 1o have wanied to nuke
8 al 30 that he could be ramfcrred 10
8 sthe jail in his hone state of Missis-

obvious thut s proup of muncyed muti-
fators couid chop away pretty much o
the wne of their own folly, hMore than,
300,000 catile reporiodly dic each year
fn Texas from natural cauncs, 80 & few
hundred moos mutilated by alght stealth
would not be significant.

The Texas mutes resched public at-
tention in Noveniber 1974 and then ap-
pearad to stop. More cuss oucurred § n
early 1975, with paralick lo €5 in

sre: b abo soens fiom his letiers to  other sates. On January 20uh, for in-

ave wanted to make some money from  stance, Hopkins Counly sheriff Paul R.
. e pbl-cauon of his story. Dan Dygan, :Jones pnnounced that 8 bloodslurping

“ether prinkipal informant, Kanjed 10"+ group tallisng !l the Divii's, Divciphs’ *
‘evchaege his testimony for a reductioh of was believed responsible for the mutes.
h!s.-\en-yur senlence. In Kaufman County, emst of Dallas,

Foc reasons unknows, Federal of-  mysicrious helicopiers were reported and
fcils decided in the late spring of 1975 police officens started directing thoir spt-
at W pursue the invenigation further.  Lights into the night sky. And Texas au-

Ocxe spparent problem with the inform-  thorities tended to awcribe the mutes 1

anty’ siory was their allegations fegarding  those coyores with table manners and

O aational leader of the mute mob. Ac-  gromachs big enough to hold eight gallons’

-conling 10 Bankston and Dugan, this fallons
®an had served 8 sentence In Leaven- of moo blood—even though, = in other

~

8 Kilgore College student had written » -
paper in which he said that this ;rovp
petformed dawn ‘rituals in which catle
were chopped up. The studenl’s thene
was destroyed by one or more of his

Seachers, who felt that the materiad v

disgusting. But word of the paper reached
T. O. Tinsley, an employee of the Texas”
and Southwestern Cattle Raiscrs Associs.
stion,” who was lavestigating “the swti- °
Jatiom; 'l"nslcy hc-led ll-c s!pdul ond °
traveled around Texas, talking with sev.
eral of the student’s sources.

: "I\'.neviﬂ‘l molorcycle pn;in Cdi-
fornis that ‘stso called fwti the Sons ¢
Satan; in 1970, a pack of i1s membhens
murdered an Orange County wornan and,
according 0 8 young man who later
confessed, offered her heant so Satan by
placing it in the woman's station wagon
and sctting the vehicle afire. The leader of
e California Sons of Sstan claimed 10
belong 10 8 larger saianic organization

sates, there . were fnstances in Texas | that reguilarly sacrificed human  victims
mh :;, lmb:;};;cmryh‘:mrma where predators had un.:haraclcrumn, *in eerethonics In Northemn md Southemn
- moved 0 Austin, Texas (alio .ccurate; wvoided cattle that had boen mutilated.  California. One Colorado hvcsugambg.
hosever, when .Tcxas reporter John (Usudly, when a cow hies dead for a Licves that the Sons of Satan are involved
Maksip obtained the lleged leader’s ar- few days, the ripening fumes spread wide-» 0 the mitilations, and that the’ purpou of .
seu and jail history, it indicated that he I and predators quickly arrive by fand,. . the mutilations is clandistine. h;ct
k! heen in jail during most of the time air and burrow for the feast.) hlwfm rescaich: ] fund no indice-
e gyt theinformanti ‘clsithed he Wil roam.- - -* “Aho,sin January, the Fort Worth Stor.* -tion, héwever, thal. the Galifornia end. ..

kg from state 1o state performing hema- r""!’"’" peid for toxicology tesis.on a- “Texas Sons pf Satan were conncetod. 1.

- !.7(
.\.‘.‘.w“l‘"w"“ .s._._'r"_ found mea “‘" =w-n and the, * Between hnu:rvnnd hmmm

avtharities belicve, .ﬂle Ban]uton- *est showdd “a'§igniBesny amonnt qlmo- John M'\ﬂl of. '-" "'0" Worth ng ',
. D"\:::ﬂm was part of a master gscape . tine™in the. Inzl' and. the blood; nacohnc Felegrim wgote A jatiey OF, drticles od
pix. predicated oa the assumption that s ths miaterial most commonly ed in “thé murilations. The aticles ‘eentuslly |
3 smfl county Jail is easier to fice thin tranquilizer guns. In Margh, & cow was  Sitracied the atiefition. of mute-mob in-
* 0 big Feders) prison. On May 31, Bank- chopped up north of Big Spring: its wdder -formant Bankston, whb hegan - corrds =
woo 84, in fact, escape from the jail-in . had been removed—but carclully, so that  pondence with Makeig. in which be
mt'. Minncsots (lo which he had been the stomach hn|n‘ m not been punc- mlld 0me d his old eh-‘m and
movrd froni, Hastings), ajong with an- Jits deart_bad heen Fomovgy: 810 came up with swme new, of Libor- |
" et | pnsmer. “when they”were appre-" " through a small hole in its chest. - made fof Texis. Dhcre kv 8" resturing *
bended six bt‘!lﬂ later, Bankston insisted Titre were UFOs reponed abo. lll the terror that Bankston csused in Texus

‘-l n... %L.- .Muplo & uun't"n:l:;, .‘m ) w .u “_ ii?s.
s it g s Wl e o s ey 1 8l o

In it south of Howton, for
D:pan, mecznwhile, had been remanded euml:l:n'; x:qn.puum of Putlic
. Texis. 80d the day bier Bankston's - mutes were found.in a.large whaat field, €

: exch lying in o circle of Borned, stubbled - Safety agents catied dogéther the mavor.
ff':“m"f;fm:‘.“;ﬁf; Thest aEbut 30 futt b drameur. Shentt  the chicl of potice and the ity miniges
anempt in Glenwood Springs, Colorado, C- G- Richatds checked the circles and  #nd announced that the town water sep-
Rantsica Later aseried that Dugan had reported finding some radiation residue. Py was going to be poisoned by eccuit
ecaped in feae for his life. .. - By late March 1975, Tezas investigs. Wrrovists. In Mayflower, a amall swowun
Dup:u:emmmugm tors had gotien won! of the Federa! ®¢ar-the Louisians border, a sherifs
sl sheury, the mutilations continucd 10 .hm-pmdﬂ:nwmm?m *N!:ﬂ:ﬂ:sﬁhﬂlr&?"ulw‘_‘
Wmnmnlwn°mmmmuum =T = SSRASERS whh S R wwR
1975, They were bspecially common fn  Einbeni—including the _leader—wen:  Were going 10 be mutilatud. The sewsk in
Teas, where Bankston was (o have his Supposedly reviding io Teaas, the stawc  both places was total fear-fire. .
fearflied innings s well. - - deparumont of public safety, as well a8 Mcanwhile, kearning that the _Falera.
’ o . Jocal police departments, conductad sur.  dnvestization had been calicy off, M.nku
LONESSTAR MUTES willance operatioms in - Austin snd_in * hepan to treat Bankston with muwe e
One stares at 8 map of Texas, with its” Hurst, Texus, ncar Fort Worth. N tion. When Banksin eunnounced in 2
254 counties custaining some: 17,000,000 .Tms.mwiumm hm&adnm‘mg.\_ingu
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kil B 'I‘IIE MU’IILATIO{ Ly AYSTERY In Utah, a United .S!ah\_, )cpar!menl Of Agriculture . yet'ring
-ad: B " annouriced that an ‘animal he had autopsied had been huccled with batleria or a toxln. k)

‘. " pendezvous in Augml at the Rig Bend  people dissceting deod carcasses Ior bio- My cow Mgne had heen paslm
National Park in south Teaas, Makeig bgfraloru:ul'mmm!purpus fempha. In Sacramento, Cafifornfa, and the »
contacted the park superintendent, who  sis added].” The report also stated: "We  had used Christmas stamps with

* wached, bul no gathering took place.  are of the ‘opinion that the human In- yobed angels on them. -Ahat [ the
When Hankslon promised to Jdeliver a list  volverment in mutilations is a fad gener- 8 clue?! For were not Squeaky F

. of mute-mob names, Makcig waited  ated by publicity and is only temporary.” and her pal S.mdy Good running 2
. Ppatiently for uveral vmlu. but no fix A fad! You hoow: Hula Hoops, phone-  Sacramento fight at that time, acnou

*. amived. booth packing, the twis, riots aguinst the  lmminent gore~—and were they not

s - Bunkston then eompoum'n.l his cred-  war, and now fectectomny and teenagers  attlred in ced fobos and red innis s
* Rility problems by hinting that a stock-  with sceret dried udder sacs hidden in  Had they sent the tongue? fi wza a

. beoker’s daughier he had alrcady fingered  their closcts. The sepor(’s prophecy did, tion 1 was'never able 1o anywer. &

AR T n member of the mute.mob was about  in fact, come truc; the mutilations virtu- 1 could arrange 10 have someans 2
P lp something possibly baleful to ally ceased until the fall of 1975, when  girls if they had sent the tonpue. Sg

g . Mnkeag. Maleig took the weiled threat * mutilations occurred: in Ihe northwest  had gcd at President Ford with

v . " scriously and gave the Fort Worth police  partof the state. . sndwasinjil.r .-

PRXYE IS volumlnbu.d:q on jhe.mutg mob “$1 1, . There hud buen muttilations on * About a mwath aficr | lr.-cm

Lo 3V et kDI, " Mukeig (616 pie in Seplem- sides’ of bolondo In” Rovernber'- 14.-‘ lmguq,bouﬂn 1wayin

e, ber 1975, "1 want the po!nce to have -They spread in the spring of 1975, and  gado, for a pnﬂry.radm; and s k
plcnly of leads.™ = - by the fall, snimals were being carved up  and [ decided 1o Jrive down 0 |

: Around this time, 'Cl}lam Keith Wol- gl over the state. Fibert County, in par- County, which had been bauly |
Venon. 8 very diligent investigator from  gicular, eapericnced a summer and fall of the 1975 mute wave. My latml)
“the Cascade County, Montana, sherifls terror of the sort that talk-show comedi. diove along Colorados Route 8
depariment, traveled 1o Marion Penilen-  3nc gacribe 1o the strects of New York  8rea of vast terrzin and fences th.
tisry w0 pive  Banksion 2 polygraph City. People were alraid to venture far - for miles, broken occauoa.!l} b; a
.-&xamination; Banksion failed on imipor-  g1034 jn country where® helicoplers  ®Riatce . "

" tant questions. Makeig foliowed up by hovered at night and anusless eatilg lay * Wbcnwunwdhxlwzﬂwc
u!hng slicged members of the mutilation T 7. seat, [ went 20 the sheriffs officr
*” moti—including the allcged leader and ¥i7 37 "“:::“';f I mts of . "Je3tned that & wuyifstion had pov:

«.  'the womap—and lound-no mdmtmo! ‘ pile m‘;"'“‘ - " eovered that wery “mothing.*As |

v .. lBvolvement - “en °fd““""|:m N‘“;‘- P muts ""’"‘u“"' Balking with wndesheriff Bt Wayg'
2., . la early Octoblr 1975, Maleig wrowe  Housd unc olorsdo untll the gepiny Bilt Orr, eherifl Georgs Y.

'. ~ 8 scathing erticke in the Suhfdrram Bt snows fell incthe fall; then they camé ~ teturoed {roch the Culotada StamL:
% dmnnng mou of Banksion's aiicga. . 80 8 vinual hah. The dnvestigaton had - Bity Iaboratory in buet Collim. ahvre

; om . Seving . Pilhoue bunsk- | gotien winet over the year They o, gicn the anirrisl—p Termale S!ﬂ‘l-\

Ln.\u«: us ﬁm;htd in Texii. 7 Wnded" 10" disconar any <inwohemesl ol..-for. antedtopmy: Lajew a0 gs.t me
. * blood drinlers.of sea-crazed Satzaims; if * of the dherifls pone opped -
Tt . -' Y R w:o.ptumuwnmn . tuch weirdos wese involved, the thinking . dresied men with Klverbuckied hc'
" .- '-Eu-t e Nba Star-Telegrom ¢ -arsicles b - went, it w ooly. peripheraliy, and 258 o Weslern -'Inm_ who faaled st
.~ 'Fured. Wgﬂ.mwt.“o,g were discoys. -chel‘ ronheml\ullaos in.lhe :hop-up. fmkly. ) i Mirie -] mgm,n t.:
. ered in ten nore states, and were becom- " band. The eonversation "l Shous

. hg Ancreasingly weird; in Montans and . ‘MY vmowuuncm wum ncm . mutilitions. . .

*New Mexico, for instance, wounds were” + § did not wint to become”involved in ™ Elbert County MM infimn

,_bundlohve serrated edges. In Utuh, 8 “this tase. In New York, where I Bive, -tious in eatly Apeil 1975, and w.

of . " United States, Department of Agriculture  there had been several amall jiems sbout  visited I July, the number was -

S aliabt “ vctmmmn snnounced .that .an saimal. (he mutilations §o the, press ln"uﬂy., 30; the Sgure was 1o swell 0 aro::
: had sutopsied had'beeo injected with™ 1975; | had sdded the clips 16 my e’ By Fall: The oYty Was a birvwc™

: cteris of & toxin; his superiors told Aim  gyrved awsac (animal sacrifices)—  mutilators, as there were only thre-

<.+ 1fBe didn shut up, he would be fired. i .
"7 *In Oklshoma—avhere there had been  OFCTed-during my h"f’.ﬁ'-".":..d the  HT's officen 10 Cover 1564 square '

" PIAMION Glan M I7/V ORG/ 37 71—=G0U WRITHIR) THEBSUY saiss. M UK
i mlﬁ"' "P:l:‘";dlmu:;f:n?ﬁ forgoticn about them. My mind had been | Kri—00 ooe could cutch theza. T
‘%3 mute :,'f’ in early 1975. Governor bombarded for 100 many years-with fore *cen would g1, clowe, and then ty

. ~David nmf‘"'m a (ull investigation data, an} | really wanted a pespite from  would vanish. The iherifl 104d na
A ; under ihe scgis of the Oklahoma Depant- the imapes of viclence and snuff-buflery, V’mnamdleeopmnlo!sb;dka
-3t - % meit of Public Safety, which, after in- Vcspraally regarding the killing of cattle, bhug the Ill'lhﬁl{‘_ even e rugged
4+ - " aestigating 26 possibly mutilaied snimals - Then one mwoming—it was Junc I8, 80 a3 to muffie their own sound.

e . ‘and comulting various pathologists, theft 1975-~1 reccived & phone &3l from the  There was an unstated etituds
oae s » daicstigttons andf radiation experts, imued . gﬂﬂlﬂﬂ““fﬁ lﬂlr‘i-:l:.z‘kfi:: :p'lhu:ﬂmd lnsmﬂm.:c.-t
v © ta orwa rom the * ications, was swful w-think

: .8 upﬂ‘ldﬂd "”:.hj.!.,.?i Y . -d.'..!z:d:ﬁn Marson book was evince  Somchow. in some way. the Gone

: -U;::;l:";n:u:;hﬂd::;;m hgmbn(mljmmynmlh hhv;lvdnﬂum..m.
. Semmer” And who was chopping away sl wTappings were removed; dmide was & © | ]
« the carcasses? It was the opinion of the | box in which resided 8 larpe cow's - - PASSED BY MUTRATOAS
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E task-force members that the human’ in-“*tongue. 1 imtantly recalled sy Bic of ll'ullnu.uihl‘ka‘ts.
T Aetvueat £ B2 st St dnbinidisks mutilation clis and the Gt that agues  sherifl’s. fice aid dnove wext
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; -..‘: g ln-lin: a miature of disappointment and
;"-.5%' ¢clalion—] mean, who really wans to
Py v 3 qundie wilh aitborpe surgical
DR professionals? Aind the ugly hesdlines:
: 5{* mm.mmmrou wum 0
g { m"-t"‘"- -’

‘ } - ’.As we continued, houm-u “we m
= { =u_§ by - nh_mv gg!-.gg hll n&m:h 1
B ws pulling & lirge shiny white trailer
Y .and must have been traveling at 85 miles
o ger bour, 1 tried 1o catch up, hoping to

R EETN

i e lnmn; of tﬁpttl' blades; alas, the

Spriags. halunlly. 1 was scannin} e
fies for fiying mute squads. Suddenly 1
* saw 2 light appear under the clouds. Twas

e ntendl B sausdld cns the hea il net: “Arav.
Sacnsd! § oouns o2 the Doxl

N wums\roa BALCAKS INTERSTATE-
. TerRox Cast.” T looked for an entrance

. ha . ared, ‘and there .was
il'h‘ w Jo E.: drive onwird. 1 win

the license mumber, but
up. The trailcr, 1 decided,
jicly large enough 0 catry 3
r, and 1 had just suggested
at’ the sherifl's -office that
mbmmtm:ksw

‘jmmmmyot

._
T was sheaking with the
£ at the district attomney’s
deal Coloredo,* “Louis
: the Uheory that the autils-
I Berc gont of a bacterological-war-
i peofect” [ Swlled 'Qirolls
ing arcas, or ground-support
t the mutilation 'mob would
P :
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ig white vans pulling white trailen?™
be replied: “Yeah, Texas plates;
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. THE MUTILATION MYSTrxY As far as Lhave been ableto deterv, ae, It n'n_s.bi vestigators f_n Colorado
"7« whofirstsuggested that {_ iteriological-warfare research was be. M the qum!ql_lmt,;;t'_:;._:e‘-,g:;

9 [ __‘ b
:;;.: .:_t::}:: ,.': .

Ry

; R . "5 " N

tfect: They've got a van; they've got  the whole phenomcnon muvre copent,  Scvelopmunt, “President Richard Nixon

- l:ltl the ground support in that van pulling  and It makes many things about it very himscll ordered . halt to the bictogicat
that treiler; and the chopper b in the  understandable. and chemical programs and the devruc.
teaiter.® The chopper, the Invostigator Bacieriological and chemicalwarfare  Lion of enisting stock piles. The order was

* continued, could be pat in the ait in & pescarch, eacept for purely defensive pur.  framed in Novembher 1969 and sent 10

maticr of mioutes. - °° " . pows, has boen bannad ia the United Federal agencics in February 1970, -

oty M et ot e Siates since 1970 The bin grew owt of - Notall Gme_mmc.n(uemmﬂ?d
| BACTIRIOLOGICAL WARKARE™ °°  oniacidchn in Utah in March 1968, whed  %ilh the Presidential onder, huwever.

. Asfaras Thave been able todetermine, o o0 of shoep were accilentally Scoator Frank Church’s Scaate Sclec:
*  Jt was investigatons in Colorado who first Killed by deudly VX ncrve gos that ap- Committee on Iniclligeace found earlier
T that bacterinlogical-warfare fe- rendy fogtod away from the Dugeay this year that the CIA, for imtance, had

T e search was hohind the dnnilations—that* ;’ hay P .’.'.. , slored. & quantity of cobra wencen and
o agimals were being injected with bucteria  ~7OVIAE 'M_'“"“h“’"mm kvcwa!edm m“’"’h‘"‘ : enough saxitoxin (hellfish knin) to Kilt,
e o toxins and that glands and other pris as:t?m‘c The Avme s0id hocal’ hundreds of thousands of bumans. Senzs’
= % - were being-removed 10 lest the effects of ¢ Cay. rmy 7"'“ o Church's committee afso found that-
3. 27iee 2o ahe agents. The Mutilaiqn, the. tyory, fanchers something Bke. $376.000 o ghe CLAhd socked aysytganyr;ang}r_s
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» ‘wenl, Were delibéraiely trying 1o put-the + "damagerfof €400 snufledabioep. «=' we 07 gf toxinracdor Baktgrid LLiR¢ dia
blame on UFOs or mmm or pt::tatm Afier that litle ovine indiscretion, - genys. One of the theorics in the maki-
o &3 a cover for whal was really going on. there was tremendous pressure. pariicular- - giate mutilations case is that a rogue berd
.3 ¢ The theory has sdme appeal, as it makes * ly ia Utah, ‘to ban such research and  of researchers s working with bacteria
s T e Tt © ’ of the Clostridia geaus. .~ .- o
There are some 93 species of Closirid-
fa, amoog which are several diseases that
afMlict caule; those include blackleg (Clus-
fridium chauvel) and malignant edermd
(Clostridium_septicum). Clowtridis attack
humans, aho. Teumis i camed by 2
Clostridia (Closiridium letan) ‘and doe*
ol the wpfid’s most potent Josins fa pro-
duced. by Clogtridium botplimen (whizh
causes botulwmy, according 0 Seymeour
Henh's Cheniical and Biclogical War
Jore—Anricg's*Midlen’ Arical, 3 muere
*eight’ duinuee of -Jsialimen tonia pould
thoreticatly kill evcrybody In the world.
B ;n;ry.nny gvery du::: where ;luﬂag
poos bave escuroey, elosiridial-lgfestions,
}m,-!wlsbhc the ﬂpfﬁl‘
¥ some cases. Two well-informed Colo-
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. rado hvestigatory fold me that'they £t
- thal the cawke’st Mxﬁhm?iud

*An aulopsy ‘was ‘performed.™ Gircds

- said, “and traces of a chemical foreign <>

| the animal were found in i blood stre==

| Doy, sfier that they clamped dows on 2

| They didat.Jet. snother word o™ E:

i ! Paso M.::Cobrub. enderiher.;
, Gary -Gibby, !touﬂdinnd i mauch &

the early ‘swdlstioas investigation ia 23

stale, beeves that a clamp was gube:

quently put-on tests at the babaratorie

e by the Colorado Bureau of Inves-

gation o Denver amd at Colorada Sice

Wmfmcm ol e

-youll an ageacy
. Colurado sluic yones, Py ¢
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- Fémp e £.8. !.'s.,mluoc Story, -as te-

Téathe C.RJteponta ™ - i o 3.0ets try and pet that heart out .olllr.n." aighis chasing - belicopiers

v meneme = ey wes SA s v

‘The Colorado Burcau of n\c;a \ ,a L )
officially begun its investipation o! the
sutilations in the summer of 1Y ot
e vrging of Governor Richal. D.
mm; however, Ity repon-—-which was
redeated in November—thowed that
some investigation had been done as

arly a8 Apsil 1975. The seport was

Mised on some 203 Incidents of spparent
miilstion; the conclusion was that 98
preent of thé utilations Bad been
cwsed by predators. .
This prompied 8 tross-state chorus of 3
m and jeers from bocal law-enforce. !
icials, who must have begus to :

the C.B1.'wis teaiing them-like - A

8 buach of dumdunus. Moreover, of the . ;

dow.d the ammals up in order to collect : , ”
iemrance moncy for malicious-mischief |
@'ﬁlﬂd § ranchers noted,
i the rep:"n way yatue um'
meaning of “patural esuses™ =" - ;
But it was pature that' u}llmnle!, M D

('3

porer Dorotby Aldiidge, of the Coio-
nloSprings Gazette Telegrapli has
stucly obscrved. A blizzard in Novenw .,
W 1975 keh thoisands of catile dead | -
uhen.ngelnd the coyoies of the West  Jes: St of scemingly impossible surgery o8 the, stick -and, med uudve l»ilﬂli- .o
weat on.instant cattle-gorpe rnaneuvers. whereby .the animals’ hearts had been state case Jp. which Bclicoptcrborne -

- 2 YA T

i Eu,-ﬁn Aleidge chet'kzgn'ilh i the réh > Rertovid” THiOUEN: thot3vid® Hitiots 0" “AWeIrBR Wert créstingr Soimestie wirord-- oo

hrhg plent at Toibune, Kansas, which  small for the bovine heart. There had ~ “Indeed, thert Were slarming reports °
 processed 30,000 of the raveged carcasr  been' two “such hesnt extractions-.en” that mysierious -helicopters . wese seen ..

Kl uum Teamed that the.preatory Tad +- mutes fourd-near Walsenbur, Colorado. esbowring sbove, nuckar-minike’. imtalla-oo,

n
& s 80 -;-'-"-!&. Tafs, ﬁﬁ. o ﬂ"" %H 5u-=|‘r Cﬁf"ﬁ' -u!-d the 35-‘5?:}' & tions. &culnfo‘v‘l’:'ﬁw’mi’mro; Npolies L.«

favorite treat of the mbulators So much that one beifer,” Girodo said, “3 told her,  Bill Jackson told me of ypeoding loog®

N;thm .2

In be fall of 1975, investiator Gméo § shoied her the way i appéared to  Colorido; where thér: are .:an\‘ Min. "
Enahged for Dr, Susan Golter, director fave been done-on 1wo other snimal. Gleman missile sllor operaicd .by e
of the Tristidad, Colorado, Animgl Clinic; And she gaid, “There's no way you éan” Air Force. The area has alio experienced

TR L

v o LRI VY o AL TR AR o B M PPN, | TR 1By LR TRTE AR/ AN e

" had already turned 10 arush——g characucr-  and missile ipstallations, es well ‘as the _what aprea be three di
itic of clostricial mnfeetion. ° Air Force Academy, in Colorado Speings. _objects. “We. chased the

© tonduct a-Bcld autopsy on 2 mutllited’ - e i St 1riéd it and she couldntdo B" - hot-end-heavy umol utlationilSAVE e o
beiler whose carcass had been discovered-  .Was it possible, | began so wpnder, that.- don't know if there's any conncction with .

kess than 12 hours after death. ﬁemhtonwnwngnmdmpu- the mutilations,” he Yold mc in Feberuary
“Was #.8. healthy lm(u"" l Jatec - tracting deviccs—similar, say, 10 core 1976, “but there bave buen incidents hete So
Wed Gireds, v - - samplers sed in geclopic drilling™~in * in the past month of an individual of in- .

'-"n;ﬁuitely hnpﬁad.‘mlmm order to scatl oyt glands or hearts or - divisuals trying §o broak inwe two of'the .
ba,lhcnnﬂmhdhrmlcmdup whatever “else. they needed for *their *jastallafions. And missiiés st both sites, ae-
aad realdy 10 butcher.™ + . sesearch? That way, sssuming that i's eudmgtohfmumlhal‘npc.hn -

< Dr. Colter retnoved nrlouﬁumot some form of toxic rescarch, they would  puclear warheads™
A mimal, including the beart, hungs, Bave been able 10 stand at some distance  Jackson daailod one h:idun n
Lidneys and Siver, and sent samples from the snimal 30 85 alo W0 avoid 2ell-  worthern Colorado Iate in the summer of

?
i
nga

for i np!mprmndpouau. 1978 similar 0 that which happened at
-0°'wk her 8 Clostridia - et « o Malnutrom Ait Force Base ia Montana |
found, and she told ;e that, ia  °, mrmnmupm : that Tollowing Novernber. One might, st *
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e .=..:._,..' - ’ . F's L ] . L ..-_ Cwe .- .-. '.:.\-'.:d. _-!--..
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.- 8 small space, unie.s there was some sort  Of patriotic-but-critical forier entpluyecs . 9F the Edgrivood Arsenal (the Marylans 4
i 8 Lo, o of camouflaged Bunker ncarby. I would of Government iniclligence agencics, 3 < Bothes of such reséarchioiubere sciesisis +
1.5 ®Xemd gl picur that e 2liecirdnic ety it -~ Some of Erfunnc’s Govenfunent experi- «rNuwtwumvk-.e-o-»--n‘.-‘;:-.‘
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- ehecks and tell them that the CIA wany
", . @ couple of thelr caitle—national secu-
"7 eity, you know—and to please feave the
. gute unlocked and to keep quiet abomt W?
s :. Down in Nura Vista, New Meaico, for
2. fotance, Kithy Cammack operates 8

h with ber husband In s srea that
been hard-hiy with mutes and copiers
even UFOa Mn. Cammask bas
vestigated the mules for 3 Jocal news-
. Jo sphe of the weirdoess and ter-
T, she arole;: “if this is Goveroment
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And, at the same time, Americans could
t rbe pleased, proud sod appreciative of
3 2% the endeavor, We, the people, are called
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.7 young mien 1o fight in wars. Surcly we
§ "= cande tnusid adbe Negt iformed sboyt.
LE, dingsthataffectm® 0 T
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t’ .come a hot election-yeat campaign issue

=3 ;8 & countsy where milions ‘distrust the
¢ ; < Goverament alier yedrs of Watergate,
. 1¢ . CIA revelatioms, corruption, ef muliu alia.
*3q. ¥ Secondly, there & & good chaoce that
12 Dome of there Tes;archens, whatever fheir |
.4y ‘redeotials, ‘are insane. They may have T

s soroe of the highest security elesrasces-
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32 8% sulpivre mwovemen!, Consider, for In-
iil E stance, the two-week-0ld calf killed near
33 K Buerlng, Colonudo, in exrty March (976,

i -5 -t was small enough for the mwties to
$:3 . 3 "eairy away, e body: Only the besd wps,
2'3 ' . Eftbebind. They cut off the back part of
§ .+ the Wogue and then reinserted the Gip
3 2", foto the &alf's roouth, where it was fater
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.. were lew footprints. No one was caught. pm,pel UFO appearance, there was & walked a!on; a fence for sbout @ haif
T . There wat a_particulacly interesting  bunch of “myerious yellow cirddes,”  mile to the Toad, where presumably they:
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‘enutilzted animals were found to have Jocated from ten to 3OO yards from searched the entire area, but found n:
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seport. “There wete Gues of Sim it s3rvies emplovee shotied mem persons happened 10 be ia the vicinity B fclloa-

SR U P e allasias ¥
had the burn, on ihe inside of ihe Night I hooved binck robes welhing down Cove &g almovs "A Righuay patrolmis

.. hindquurier, about haffway up the ham,” Creek in Blaine County; the next day, drove by and mecognized my cx.”
": e said. “The livestock investigator out of  sevéral dead catile were found, but the | Hedelius told me. Hc went 10 the se
;, - Phocaix wrote 3 letter o the kcal news-  hooded Bikers—despite an lntemm " where the beifer lay and performed s
paper here,” Lec wld e, “and $aid that .lnr:l:--\::rek mever £ ‘°.L"""..P‘°“‘ Beld auiopsy; e then prepared a gepac
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T . arenct pte:!.uor-nvaged carcaises.” masked people MO0 aCTOn INE IEAWAY WK W Uid cmices =iee S55 T78 T T 0
- :.ln Montana, -the mutilations began with Jocked arnm and tried (o siop bis  were missing; the terus had been ¢ 2
p. " 5% | acaemd Bune 107€ and hy December  2ar: the man 20t sway, but the spirkt of fwa and wat lving oo the sround neat 32

" the number of carcasses found was close terror did ot The Teton Valley News,  the three-month-old fetus, which had ez

1" C.% 100. They were definitcly buman  of Driggs, Jdsho, for Instance, responded  removed; the tip of the heifer'’s i rue’
' £~ Qued; scogrding 1o Caplain Wolverton, | by printing this warning lay, Halloween:  abo removed. Jint an average muse.

7+ of Cascade County. Wolverion has stud”  “Parchis, Pleas®de st §ou'kiowshere «~ What cved ghe 5wyl dexth pf B2:
‘1. 7: _ fed the mutilations astionwide {as men- your children are at pight and espevially heifer? "It was b disease of the ClostriZs
} . < tioped carlicr, he went to Marion Federal “Halloween night, On Halloween. night, family,” Hedelius sold me. "When 1 .3
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S Sl '.- Fenrtentisiy 4o give'apolygraph ¥xam-_ with the happenings in, our qwn area, it the futopsy, it was appareat that the &~
2= " .« Mpation 1o A Kenneth Bankston), and he ~ woukl be adviible o huve the 'younpei’ €ast was eduemielyTolalized in the nefics,

o wid me about & mutilation case that  chitdren hime beforé dark and the older, nmammmdnw
° gccurred ‘im eaily 1975, in which the ©opes home immediately after the iouba!l -.'That hight, after the autopsy, Hedeirs®
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- Tig thq nneaupapm indrly 1976: & staud pullhcly that & mutilited animal 'urhluptmwd,mdlhuw '-v_'
. _‘.anctoterlndNOVember there were  had been injected with & toxin or bacteria  the bacteria were injected into (hé he'’er ~
.: mutilatiods n Mebraska 18 Missouri, the was Dr. Rohert Aeddlivs, 8 veigrinary  _|n one of several subsequent comve:ae-
N -mulabepnhuﬂyOuohcruMm- mmm«r«musmm dohswhhlled’ehm.lmedlﬁu;c”

tinued in several counlies into December . of Agricuhure, who works in Utah. Dr.” the wamings'he repdreed:
‘1975: Mwnabwtlneunm Hedehmuoneohgmupohhw'.lso from higher officials O officials sfter his
ou

. portedin Harney Coum;.Oxcgon sUihe * highly trained individuals who senve as - view.: « *{nitially,” he wais,
? ‘wend.of ux summer-—jo the ‘fegion that -WSDA fortign-animal-disease -'dugr-om- sreponers; but m:.'d. )

lwm s
snutes In Wisconsin §n October 1975, onc  United Siates. Hedelin® mutilation case’ 0 any of the news media.” I then >0 e
of which iavolved animals belonging to  Involved a pregnant heifer that was dis- him about a .cenpaign sppve:
Richard Boom, of Eastman. “Boom covered just before dawn on Seplember . lnunched 10 discredit him. “Well, i
. thioks that the cattle . . . were killed with 30, 1975, two miles ounide of Emery, & i z
*¢ 2 s greasdd” The Milwauker Jokirnal Utah-in the middie. of the stpte. Law.  the atatc welerinarian of Utab 57pz-c..
. Maﬂa&ﬂlm snforcement officials muspected that the *"on lelevision—T. saw hisf Soyseib—. =
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dJFOcuu.ln lot of mutilawd cattle; there .before they were through. 'According o predators and that the mowsednosul.:..
+° - %as bre incident in Weston Cousty .on & teport prepared by the Emery County  Sest was ncpative. The mice that were =
1&gt _ October 6th, where an 850-pound Here.  sheriffs office, two “peofeasional track Wialed [with baciesis taken fnoz .
B " ford cow was carved up and an area in- en” smalyzed the dry pasture grass ot haifer] sl were well and happy” 1E..:
L -t sidc s Jefi-rear flank apparently shaved  the site and determined that twe coTsons &lﬂﬂliﬁdﬂbymgdu(}‘..q
i - oo Clean. And then, 0 give the site that  had left the tcone and that they bad mmmm:ba.uum..-'.
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3 . Cenimal had been mutilated with an in- “game scheBulcd on that Bight™" .. ° % .bpifiog that sdomeone had injeciad 3 1o
F Y etument that cluwes 8 tow-tosthed out. - bdaho was hard-bit. ‘nn.mm uadmmpdnhmlerunbtud.--
: “daand; .. Uke thatspade by pinking shears. Wolver- ﬁru diazorered in Junc and the toll:®dn Talt lakt Cig 1V, Bill Mendria & °
3 % top als0 had » case involving buths. “WE “THiabsBip=nem Seer 100 by the-tinw bado Lhaanel .4, . friecvicwed | sHedeles o,
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« live In the open alr. Throngh( Sersloth  animals 23 fnstant bocteria or <l may not check or search’themi—éven 3=
or a difiberats botch-up, Hedclius® tissue  farms, Reading S7 Hersh's scary book on  the event of 8 highway sccident, If these
samples were evposed tu oaygen by others  cheniical and biolngicul smdfl, one en-  Is & wreck, only Government people e
in the lab and thercfore the inoculation  counfers something the U, S. developed  examine the wrockage. Therefore, sealss
sty were vicles.) called  mortlityenhancing  factors  Qovernment or military ﬂlﬁlﬂi\m‘!—n::‘;

When | talked (0 him, Hedelivs stood  (known, naturally, s MEFs); these apents  way cars or trucks~can travel in 102
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. ‘finnly behind N Ondings. “I'm sure -8f¢ 8dded 1o ordinary bologicah 50 # b0 secrecy apywhere in the Uni

L% that whoover did (his, thot the animal  8€ally ipecd up the kil time of a dicme. - Eriunne fe epuica oo s vz
. _ with 8 dart pun, snd that he vsed cither I :':’“P‘ the mutics are whing MEFS 60 - ocur when' some mutilator & actus?:
... © & cuutc of the Macteria or & doss of PrOCUCe quick death, or 3 4ol rush of c2ught carving a Hereford in some 1.2,

2. the toxin provuced by the bacieria.” production of sonicthing they want to S0 e "or it the only person wir-

St D you think” Lesked, hat tharey  Gioet Q06 recuicher, o fact, oot o bucak something fike thi,” Friscoe
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Re Bureau airtel to Albuquerque, 3/6/79.

Enclosed for the Albuquerque Division iz a package
containing numerous documents from the Department of Justice
concerning captioned matter, It is forwarded for the
information of the Albuquerque Division.
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January 10, 1979

on H.
United § tates Sanate

\
Dear Senator Schaitt:

As I “cld vou over the telephone yesterday, I

have asked Philip levmann, head of the Criminal Division,
to lonk into our jurisdiction over the cattle rutilatizn
problen with which you are concerned. iie will be in
touch with you at an early date.

I must say that the materials sent me indicatz tio
existence of one of thaz strangest phaznomenons in my
- TGDOrY. ' -
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bcc: w/materials to Terry Adamson

I/Ray Calamaro
Phil Heymann - Please have someone look

H-

this matter at an early da
Sen. Schmitt is our fre?nd and
_there have been about 60

P mutilations in New Mexico in
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HARRISO! SCHMITT Q :

" NEw wEXICO
‘-
z  COMMITTLE AN COMMERCE,
= SCIZNCT. AND TRANSPORTATION

CoMMITTCR ON BANKING,
HOUSINS, AND URBAN AFFAIRS

. ()

Winifed Siafes Senale

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20510

SELECT COMMITTEE ONMETHICS

Decempber 21, 1978

AT T . ™,
£ noueived . '
The Honorable Griffin B, Bell By . !
Attorney General { '
Department of Justice -9 . <. & :
10th and Constitution Avenue, M.W. e fe oz !
Washington, D.C. 20530 . = ’

Dezar Mr. Attorney General:
During the p 2ra es
including my home state of MNew Mexico, have been victimized
by a series of cattle mutilations. As a result, these ranchers
have as a group and individually suffered sericus ecconomic
losses.

i
1]

re

ast several vears, ughout the

Thase mysterious killings have been the subject of at least
two articles in national publications, copies of which are
enclosed. Mr. Cockburn's article in the December 1975 issue
of Tszuire states that there had been a federal investigation
into this matter, but it was dropped. Mr. Cockburn implies
the investigation may have keen terminated bECause cattle

mutilation per se is not a federal offense.

Lo maem

¥hile an individval cattls mutilation mav not be a federal
offense, I am very concerned at what appears to be a continued
pattern of an organized interstate criminal activity. Therefore,
I am rnqugsting that the Justice Department re-examine its

jurisdiction in this area with respect to the possibie reopenlng
of this investigation.

Enclosed are copies of my files on this subject. While awaiting
what will hopefully be a favorable reply, I shall continue to
gather materials that could be of help in such an investigation.

' If you need further information in studying this matter, please

do not hesitate to contact me.

]

t
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NEV/ MEXICO STATE POLICE DEPARTMEINT

INTER-DEPARTMENTAL CORRESPONDENCE

-8UBJELCT

FROM

TO

'CORRESPONDENCE — SENATOR SCHMITT . © . DATE JULY 18, 197

{(LIVESTOCK MUTILATIONS)

MARTIN E. VIGIL, DIRECTOR

o
. - [—]
CAPTAIN CHARLIE P. ANAYA . ATTENTION OF T,
New Mexico State Police . . MAJOR M. S. CHAVZ
Espanola, New Mexioco -- ' . W -
Dear Captain: a S ?i‘

We are in rececipt of correspondence from the Honorébi}j
Harrison Schmitt, State Senator, and Mr. Manuel S. Gomaz,
Dulce, New Mexico regarding livestock mutilations in

Rio Arriba County for the past two years.

Kindly instruct Officer Gabe Valdez to submit copies of
all his reports concerning this matter to this office,
in order that we may forward them to Senator Schmitt's
office. :
Very truly yours, -

MARTIN E. VIGIL, DIRECTOR

State Police Division
Criminal Justice Department ‘ '

cc: File . ’ ) .
The Honorable Harrison Schmitt, State Senator

MEV/WJIB/cl

ATTACHMENTS:

P

ESCLOSURE FOR LETTER ‘DATED AUGUST 16, 1978, TO MR. MANUEL-S. GOMEZ , .

. . ] ) o |
¢ . . s .

.o v, g . . ..
. . . . . .
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Chited States Department of Justice
ASSISTANT ATTORNEY GENERAL

AN ATRUIT ATE AP E
LEUISLALIVLD AFFAIRS

January 3, 1978

TO: Criminal Division

On December 29, 1978, John Ryan,
Schmitt's administrative assistant,
called QLA regarding the status of
this matter. OLA only received this
correspondence yesterday but we have
learned that the Senator has personally
discussed this matter with the Attorney
General. The AG agreed to have someone
in the Criminal Division look into this
matter to determine whether or not
there is any statutory basis for
federal intervention.
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Exciting, innovative design.
Eagle'76 is genuine pewter;
design allows for flexible
adjustment to tit any wrist
size. Only $15.95. )

Cochran Company
- 4558 Coldwater Canyon Avenue
Swudio City, California 91604

— — — — — — A ]

Please send me__-Eagle ‘76 a1 $15.9

plus 50¢ for postage and handling” My ]

full payment is enclosed [make check
payable to Cochran), '
Name
Address
City
State Zip
Calif’ornia residents add 6% sales tax.
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Crime. .

BLERANDER
COCKBURN

Rippers of the range

s so often happens with
crime, it's 2 question of
viewpoint, really. Given
™A the rate of human slaugh-

8 kwingd ter in any large American
city, it might not seem too important
that between April and September of
this year 129 cattle were mutilated in
the state of Colorado. As a matter of
fact, in 1974, there were about 3,750,-
000 cattle grazing in Colorado and
around 37,000 of these died of natu-
ral causes, so we are not talking
about an event of prime importance
to the ranching business. _

But no rancher in Colorado is tak-
ing this comfortable view of the mat-
ter. What the ranchers dislike is the

idea of driving across their pastures™’

and finding, as one did last Aupust,
a dead bull with its penis, rectum,
testicles, tongue and an eye excised
with surgical deftness and absolutely
no trace visible of the surgeon or
surgeons involved. . '
Over the past couple of years, hun-

dreds of such mutilatior.

curred in Colorado, Minnesota, Ne-
braska, Kansas, Qklahoma, Wyoming,
South Dakota, Montana, New Mexico
and Texas. In fact, if you follow this
kind of thing, you may have noticed

hava an_
adve oC-

-| the odd item in the newspapers about

the cattle-cutting craze. I'd seen such
items myself but not taken too much
of an interest till my good friend Ed
Sanders told me last fall that some
anonymous person in Sacramento
had sent him a cow's tongue in the
mail, Now, Sanders is the author of
The Femily, a fine and eerie book
about the Manson group. Like my-
self, he had taken only a passing in-
terest in cattle mutilations. The ar-
rival in June of what he likes to call
the lingua bovina excisa, packed in &
shoe box, at the office of his literary
agent escalated his attention remark-
ably. In June, you may remember,
Sacramento was rendered the more
colorful by two young Mansonian
ladies called Squeaky Fromme and
Sandra Good strolling about in their
red robes.

Back in 1970, when Sanders was
compiling material about the Manson
group, ritual murders, and other di-
verting practices in California, he'd
examined the case of a ritual de.

capitation of a goat in Topanga Can-
yon, Five years later the question
seemed to be whether excised animal
parts had, so to speak, become part
of the currency of satanic groups;
whether a sliced cow’s tongue was

now an essential part of the ritual-

ist's working equipment.

So far, after some inveatigation,
Sanders has found nothing to con-
nect the tongue from Sacramento
with the mutilations in the Midwest.
But he did, in the course of a drive

. across the country, find himself stand-

ing in the office of the sheriff of
Elbert County, Colorado, looking ata
Polareid photograph. It showed a
cow with its udder bag and rectum
removed. The cow had been pregnant
and the photograph also showed a

long, thin, unborn calf's neck and
head, which the mutilators had cut
and pulled out of its mother’s uterus.
The calf's tongue had been cut out.
As Sanders later remarked to me, he
could understand why the ranchers
were getting upset. :
The mutilation case histories make
for depressing reading. In Minne-
sota, in the fall of 1974, a young cow
was found dead with its sexual or-
gans, one ear and the udder removed.
The incizion to remove the udder was
made in the form of a diamond. The
previous spring, the mutilation modb
had turned up in Nebraska. Among
its victims, & calf with its sex or-
gans removed and its body drained of
blood. On we go to Oklahoma to find
reports of a Hereford cow killed by

strangulation or a blow on the neck,

TRl e viwes oR
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.and with the tip of its nose, its
tongue, left ear, udder and vagina all
removed with a knife. And on and
on, from Texas to Colorado to Mon-
tana. Behind them the mutilators al-

winia lanva saunt-r :T‘\nrlﬂ'ﬂ and vet-
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erinarians saying they have never
seen anything like it before, and local
authorities on black ritual discours-
ing on the importance of always
using fresh warm bload, if drinking
the stuft is called for.

A survey of newsclips and other
literature on cattle mutilation seems
to indicate that the whole business
started with the mysterious death of
Sninpy. Snippy was a horse whose
mutilated body was found on a ranch

near-Alamosa, Colorado, eight years
ago. Snippy's throat had been cutand

flesh from the head and neck re-
moved. Also removed were Snippy’s
brain and siomach. Snippy’s owner
was convinced that his horse had
been “zapped by a flying saucer.”
Snippy’s bones may still be viewed in
the museum at Adams State College
in Alamosa.

U.F.0.’s are still being blamed for
the cattle mutilations. Some students
of the craze simply see no other ex-
planution. Carl Whiteside, of the
Colorado Bureau of Investigation,
evidentiy feit it necessary to contest
this hypothesis, since he told me seri-
ously, “We do not feel these people
have any magical quality that puts
them in the realm of the supernatural
or some alien planet eivilization.”

The occupants of U.F.0.'s have not ™

so far appeared to refute slanderous
allegations about their attitude
toward terrestrial livestock. People
associated with occult groups, on the
other hand, have been vehementiy
trying to distance themselves from
the unknown slicers. Back at the
start of the year, after twenty-three
mutilations in Texas, a self-professed
witch in Dallas told a local reporter
she thought they were the work of
“a satanist group from Fort Worth.”

These Texas cattle had been drained -

of their blood, which the witch
“thought was consonant with satanic
addiction to bicod. *They give wiich-
craft a bad name,” she added.

A writer in Gnostica was even
more alarmed. “Despite the obvious
illogicality of it,”” said Isaac Bone-
wits, a former member of the Church

of Satan, “the favorite theory right .

now among state and federal investi-
gators is that occultists of some sort
are involved. This of course is sheer
scapegoating, since only a rank ama-
teur wouid believe it possibie to get

usiable paychic energy out of such ,
mutilations, and a rank amateur-:

would not be able to {a) levitate so

an 4n tanea wma fanbevinte ar dear

without leaving evidence of a pump-
ing machine, (c¢) make the neat ‘sur-
gical’ incisions that were used to re-
move organs and extremities, or {d)
teleport so as to be able to perform

two such nnprafmnq on the same

2SI Qe aliod SIS

night, hundreds of miles apart.”

It would be interesting to know
what Bonewits would consider the
talents of a professional; but he was
right in thinking that at one point
federal and state investigators did
think that occultists were involwv
For a time, indeed, they thought a
solution to the great mutilation wave

was at hand.
Ea rhr in IQ'TA a student at ¥ T(lla-nr-

WAl .

Jumor College in Texas wrote a
paper on “The Sons of Satan,” which
contained detailed descriptions of
how this group would mutilate cattle
between midnight and sunrise. The
ritual would be completed just as
sunlight started to filter down on the
animal through the branches of a
tree. (In the absence of trees, the
adepts would hold a branch over the
beast and proceed as usual with this
substitute.)

The teacher at Kilgore Junior Col=~

lege was sufficient]ly revolted by the
theme's details to destroy it forth-
with. The student said he had heard
the story from 2 friend familiar with
the satanists. An English professor
from Pennsylvania told John Makeig
of the Fort Worth Star-Telegram
that he was familiar with the Sons
of Satan group, had some of its mem-
bers in his class, and had seen “some
girls who'd cut off their fingers and
pieces of their ears and things like
that.” Their “primary thrill,” he
added, was to eat their own flesh,

All this information was passed on
to Don Flickinger, an Alcohol, To-
bacco and Firearms agent in Minne-
apolis. Early this year Flickinger be-
came the main federal investigator
of the mutilation phenomenon, for
somewhat bizarre reasons. Cattle

mutilation is not, as a spokesman in
the Justice Department stifly in-
formed me, a federal offense. Flick-
inger became involved because three

prisoners in federal mstitut:ons sud-
denly wrote to varicua antharities

~=iig SR EFE S TiA eWwWMT GWEIIVALIGY

announcing that not only did they
know the satanic cult practicing the
mutilations, but that this same group
had compiled a “death list” of in.
tended assassination victims. Among
the alleged targets were Senator Hu-
bert Humphrey and a federal judge
in Minneapolis. "+

~ The U.S. attorney in aneapohs.
Robert Renner, put A.T.F."s Flick-
inger on the case bacause, as he put
it to me, “We thought it was the only
agency freewheeling enough really to
do something.” The informants con-
tinued to pour out their stories: a
asmall city near the Gulf Coast would
have its water deiiberately poisoned;
two people in another Texas town

- would suffer dismemberment in the

near future. Just enough of the in-
formants’ stories checked cut to canse
Flickinger and investigators in sev-

. eral states to continue the hunt for

the allegedly .four-hundred-strong
band of rich cattle-mutilating satan-
ists. Reputed leaders of the group in
Texas were polygraphed. All survived
such examinations. One of the claims
was that the group was escalating
from animal to human mutilations
and police earnestly scanned all ¢ases
of ritualistic murders that occurred.
Flickinger himself was threatened
and his door daubed with blood.
Sometime in the summer of this
year the federal investigation came
to an abrupt end. All that z person
in the Justice Department associated
with the case would tell me was, “We
were looking into alleged threats to
elected officials from the same type
of people involved in cattle mutila-
tions and we were unable to come up
with anything at all.” This was not
particularly illuminating, but John

FIDOW PRICE

Oscar Price died with a hunk of steak in his threat,
dining among friends at Top of 21, a restaurant -
-~ jJor peeple on top of it all. His friends thought

.- him loughing, then mildly miffed, red-faced

at his wife, who sclted her potato and missed his going.

Fhere she lives now fon top of a hill),

she wonders about choking. This is on days

schen rocks shife place and daisies are spineless
with west wind at their backs. She watches birds,
kow flycatchers iake Jood and are gone.

Icis frizhtening: all this shifting and bending
and flying. The thing about ckoking, too.

She misses Oscar, she says,
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Makeip at the Fort"ﬁl'arth Star-Tele-
gram had also been receiving letters
from two of the informants—con-
victed armed robbers in the Marion
federal prison—and was able to con-
clude that the federal investigators
had become convinced that the in-

formants were putting oui a lot of

" bogus informafion in an attempt to

get moved to prisons from which it
would be easier for them to escape.
This view was strengthened by the
fact that all three informants had in-
deed made escape attempts.

Thus ended federal involvement in
the investigation of cattle mutila-
tions and thus also ended the last
convincing series of leads anyone has

yet come up with. ~

~ What are we left with? In the hun- -~

dreds of cases of cattie mutilations,
no one has ever been seen at or near
the scene of the crime. No trace of
the perpetrators—footprints, car
tracks or even evidence of the use of
helicopters—has ever been detected.
Many ranchers believe that heli-
copters have been used, partly be-
cause a large number of sightings of
unidentified helicopters have been re-
ported, partly because it seems this
is the only form of transport allow-
ing easy access to remote rangeland.
Some investigators believe that such
furtive use of helicopters would ex-
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sightings in the affected states. :

Cynics say that small predators
are responsible for many of the al-
leged mutilations. This may some-
times be the case, but Carl White-
side, the Colorado Rureau of Investi-
gation officer, told me that out of all
the dead animals sent to the veteri-
nary schoo! at Colorado State Uni-
versity six were fresh enocugh to be
amenable to autopsy. One had been
the victim of a predator, five had
definitely been mutilated by humans.
In all cases, he added, the animals
had died of natural causes and the .
mutilations had occurred post-mor-
tern, which he said produced curious
questions: “Are the cattle being
killed and mutilated by the same peo-
ple, or do the mutilators come upon
them and do the cutting?”

Out of all the investigations only
one clue has emerged. In the late
summer a Colorado rancher found a
blue plastic valise on his land. In it
were & cow’s tongue, an ear and =z
scalpel. )

The day I spoke with Whiteside he
had just returned from a meeting of
three hundred ranchers in Kiowa,
Elbert County. Elbert County suf-
fered sixty-three cases of mutilation
over the summer. Whiteside said the
ranchers “were literally up in

plain the large number of U.F.Q. '

arms.... The thing that’
and frightening to them is
body can get ento their n:
actually cut up an animal
no trace. What we're afraid
we are going to have a ho
our hands. A person runs ¢
wanders onto 2 ranch and
‘thing you know these peop!
spooked become involved i
der.”

So be careful about road &'
time you drive around the
states. Ed Sanders, whoisa
an, told me that one of the §
driving around mutilation
was geeing trucks trundling
to orthodox slaughter. You
steak for a lifetime and stil.
tated over the fate of ong

“whose organs have been slice

unknown cow molesters, It"
ironic tension between homi
tistics versus humdrum deaf
roads, As I said at the sta
question of viewpoint. Crim
what you care to see.

- And how to solve the c¢3
jolly AT.F, official told me
swer is “to get two guya dr
as a bul! with specially large
stand them on the range a1
It could work, I suppose, bul
see that the investigators ar

‘desperate.
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“The Sporlables” are seven brand-new black and white television sels from T Iy ;
RCA—lfeaturing two models with battery packs built right inlo their bases. Pull the ;‘-@ 2" -4 [
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CRANINL AFENS -

Ctawst of them adeplsd a \w';lit(ﬁals(‘c

attitnde. And some of the Stateside fugi-
tives had jrown downright paranoid of-
ter years on the lam. “How do 1 know
they won't Inck me up and put me back
in the Amay?” asked a dichard deserter
in New York.

When the Clemency Board-headed
by an outspoken critic of the war, for.
mer New York Sen. Charles Goodell—
begins its work, some of the resisters’
fcars may be eascd. Goodell's dovish
views will be bolstered by those of other
board membees, including National Ur-
ban Leapue director Vomon E, Jordan
and the Itev. Theodore Hesburgh, pres-
ident of Notre Dame and a former head
of the U.S. Civil Rights Commission,

1ne panclists clearly have

MIVSTERIES:
The Midnight Maraudey

Each day, just before dusk, ranchers
and farmhands pile into picknp trucks
and fan out across the rolling prairie of
northeastern Neliraska, They park mostly
on ridges or hilltops, where they can
scan the pastures and the namow roads
that wind through them. With rifles and
shotguns leaning against their trucks, the
men watch nervously, smoking cigarettes
and talking with each other over a net-
work of citizen's-band radios. Some of
the men will stand guard all night, yet
nonc of them really knows what he is
looking for. “I've never scen anything

smne very difficult problems
ahead-weighing, for example,
time served in jail against time
owcd for alternate scrvice, or
battle honors against time spent
AWOL. And the board con.
tained some hawkish members
who might oppose lenieney, in-
cluding retired Marine Corps.
Cen. Lewis Walt and  James
Maye, exccutive director of
Paralyzed Veteraus of America.
Still, the Ford plan had the vir-
tue of all compromises. Said
Hesburgh: "As long as Nixon
was in, these guys could rot as
far as he was concerued. It's
the difference  between  no
chance and some chance.”

IMDIANS:
Blazing Saddles

It didn't look like much of a
horder crossing. The sign by the
sidde of the road merely de-
manded a 10-cent toll from pass-
ing motorists, most of whom
didut even stop, Bt the mili- b
tant Kootcnai Indians manning ¢+
the roadside picket lines outside
Bonners Ferry, Idaho, weren't
kidding. After years of frustra-
tion trying to deal with Washington, the
67 members of the Kootenai tribe finally
lost patience last week and declared war
on the United States—by registercd mail,

Their challenpe was delivered in a
letter to President Ford demanding a
128.000-acre reservation, plus as much
as $3.2 inillion for tribal land the govem-
ment had paid for in 1962 at the rate of
36 cents an acre. To bhack it up, they

threatened to tax white homeowners

and businesses squatting on their ancient
trilal lands, lduhos Cov. Cecil Andrus
sent in 60 Yawmen to keep the highways
clear, but tensions soon eased. The Du-
rean of Indian Affairs invited tribal lead-
ers to begin negetistions, and the citi-
zens of Douners Ferry relaxed. “The
Indians have told us that they dan’t want
a war,” said onc sympathictic local, "They
kuow it's tough for 67 people to get o re-
action from Washin;ton, D.C." :
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*Warpath®: Tribesman soliriting tolla

like this,” says State, Sen. Jules Bur-
bach, who has represented Knox County

for eighteen years. “Folks are almost -

hysterical.”

Since last May, more than 100 catile
have been found dead and gruesomely
mutil:'m.‘-d in Nebraska, Kansas and Towa.
nﬂ alatd y
Madigml, Neb., a cow was killed with a
blunt instrument last June and her udder
and sexual organs were cut ofl. When a
velerinardan  examined the compse, he
found that all of the animal’s blood had
bicen drained. On the nearthy ranch of
Vern Stringficld, a2 month-old hull ealf
was clubbed to decath, Its bload was
drained off, too, and someone cut a
hole in the calfs side, removing the
int(;slit:cs ond coiling them neatly nest

Rumer and anxicty have produced a
host of unprwved theories to exolain the

nrrn
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Sundoer antcides
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rzarre evers. Many penple, sutinge thit
some of the vicims were black, sepremt
that develees of witcheraft may have
done the foul deeds. "It conld be some-
ovne sctting up a fertility cult of some
kind,” says Richard Thill, & German-
studies professor at the Univensity of
Nebraska who teaches noncredit witch-
craft courses, “or it could be sumeone
putting you on, If they are putting you
on, they are pretty sick.” A few residents
report sighting strange creatures  re-
sembling bears and gorillas, and at Yeast
one farmer claims that a shiny UFO
landed in 2 field where a slaughtered
animal was later found.

Rusllers: Stll others thivk the killings
may be the work of marijuana smug-
glers, who suppusedly use scarchlight.
cquipped helicupters to harvest the wild
stands of put keown to prow in Ne-
braska. A helicopter often has been seen
lovering over the range around the time
of a mutilation, and some ranchers swear
they Jave been clused down lonely
roads by choppers. Helicopters are also
said to have been used in cattle rustling,
ad some stockmen think the rustlers
may be collecting blood and organs as
Jures for cattle grazing on the open
range this fall,

As the tension mounted, Taw-enforce-
ment oflicials held statewide conferences
to silt the accounts and to calm the rille-
toting cattlemen. They arganized a posse
for a fruitless scarch of the arca. The plot
thickened when autopsics were conduet.
cd on some of the dead animals, The
doctors reported that most of the animals
had died of natural causes, such as bac-
terial infections and kiduey discase, or
from swallowing ail that had been
dropped on the range. Afterward, the
wcdical  reports  coucluded, the  car-
wasses were chewed by predator coy-
oles, wolves, buzzards, cagles or eviea
magpics.

Cuts: The explanation doesn’t suit ev-
eryeme, “Why didi't we notice this sort of
thing in other years® asks one skeptic.
“The predators are not walves,” insists
Senator Burbach. “They are a semido-
westicated,  twolegged  avimal  called
man.” Noting that many of the culs
scemed to have been done with a blade,
Gorden Cruber, an organizer of the pa-
trols, remarked: “Fve yet to see a coyote
who can chew a strniggut edge.”

Some officials are beginning to worry
that the real danger is nat some ghastly
butcher, but the kejed-up vigilantes
themselves. After two sfugs pierced the
canopy of a utility-company helicopter
checking power lines, the Nebraska Na-
tional Cuard ardered its helicopter pilots
to cruise cross-country al higher altitudes
than usnal—gencrally 2,000 feet fnstead
of 1,000—-to aveid ﬁeing fired upon by
frightened ranch hands. “1 wonld hate
to think what would happen,” a Guard
spokesman  told Wewswerk's William
Schmidt, “if one of our pilots was forced
to put down a disabled chopper i a
E:l&hlrc ot night. Someome michl got

illed.”

Newsweek. Septrmber 30, 1973




